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Mgsterg: N

an event or situation that is difficult to understand or exPIain;
AN religious truth that is incomprehensible to reason

and knowable onlg through divin jon

Looking west from the center
of the Chartres labgrinth




Holg adj.
Relatingto belongingto or comingﬁ‘om

CllVlﬂC lDClﬂg or

TgPical Fridag at the Chartres Labgrinth

The Chartres Ca’checlral) France




Labgrinth: N
A single Pathwag that turr
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© Hansen

Diagram of Chartres Cathedral labgrinth

© Lisa Moriartg
© JeH saward drawn bg Robert Ferré




Holg Mgs‘cerg & Labgrinths:

What sacred realities

do we long to unclerstancl, exper d emboclg

Chartres Style canvas labyrinth

Chartres Cathedral labgrinth




Take a minute to consider:
Whg am | here today?
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Chartres Cathedral in the mist Angel of Chartres




Holcﬂing our Palms open and up asa gesture of prayer,
let us slowlg say together this Pilgrim’s ELSE

| come. This is my storg.
| come. | was made to come

| come. Where else could

| come. I'm carried along in You, Th
| come.

This is mystery;
it is also the most ancient of all stories.
Soitis.
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Looking towards Chartres Cathedral

Pilgrim shell, Chartres




The Hennepin Avenue Chartres—-stgle canvas labgrinth:

What are your stories of | . rg?
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Chartres-s‘cgle canvas Iabgrinth




What other mgsteries have you

experienced on or related to Iabqrinths‘?

Mgsterg:
an event or situation that is difficult to understand or explain;
A religious truth that is incomprehensible to reason

and knowable onlg through divine revelation




What c]uestions do you have about
Holg Mgsterg and the Chartres |a]33rinth

Crgpt stairs (north side)
Chartres Cathedral




What is sPecial about the Chartres Cathedral labgrinth
and the exPeriences of Holg Mgstc ,,

Tourists Photographing the famous west windows of Chartres,
oblivious the Iabgrinth theg are stancling on!




The experience of holg historg:
The Chartres laburinth

is in an ancient plac
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Wa”dng the Chartres Cathedral labgrinth Patlﬂwag which was Put in around 1201 CE




“Chartres Cathedral: Wow. | got
to sPencl a clag with the labgrinth at
Chartres Cathedral. | was amazed
to actua”g be there. It was rea”g
wonderful to walk/Prag the
labgrinth that | have heard so much

about since becoming interested in

labgrinth prayer. It has existed for
about 800 years. While walking it, |
thought of all the other feet that
have trod the Path to the center
and out into the world again, all the

Wa“dng the Chartres Labgrinth




Notre Dame de Chartres:
Mary, Birth, and the Labyrinth
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The “Holg Shirt”




Minipilgrimagc: Opening to Holg Mgsterg

lmaginc that you have been gi arg’s tunic.
In your mind, take it t inth.

CrgPt Relic (Small Piece) Sanctuary Relic (Bigger Piece)




“The secret of Chartres Cathedral is exact|9 this:

there is no secret!
I am reminded of the oPening line of Michael Schneiders
book on Sacred Geomet
“The universe may be a mystery, /
The cathedral is wide open and a
who sincerelg seek its inspiration an
Robert Ferré
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Robert on the cathedral steps




The sacred setti ng

of the Chartres .h




Light and darkness: Paracloxes
of the cathedral an inth
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Prayer Canc“es, Chartres Cathedral

_ - s S

Candle-lit |abgrinth and darkening stained glass windows

Looking out from Chartres Cathedral




The Chartres |abgrint|ﬂ has a balancing

cadence.

Figure 8: the Chartres cadence

[+~ 15t ~+—2nd —=—3rd —=—4th]

PUN———

This picture makes clear that the Chartres cadence is very simple and elegant. Again the most
significant is the self-duality: the fact that one can rotate the first half of the cadence about
step 22-23 in the middle circuit (6th), to obtain the second half of the cadence.

Kuipers, W. (2000). Cadence Characterises Labgrinths. Caerdroia. 31: 33-40.

"In this article the concept of the cadence of a Iabgrinth is introduced, the r]’ngthmic variation of the
visual distance to the centre, which characterizes the Iabgrinth and part of its effect. A graphical
representation of the cadence of the Classical and Chartres Iabgrinths shows their elegance and

power. Their cadence is Coml:)ared to similar labgrinths and its attractiveness and effectiveness is

discussed.” Page %3.




The Colors & Stories

That Surrouncl the Lab m Chartres
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Magdalene Window Colors of the Noah window St. Nicholas

Noah window




Minipilgrimage: Opening to Holg Mgsterg

Take in the beautg of the Chartres Cathedral.

Receive its g{iFts FOR YC | .
4\ |

West and upper nave windows
from the labuyrinth, Chartres Cathedral




Holg Mgsterg & Sacred Geometrg:

The mathematical messages of the

Chartres labqrm

The meeting of four aths, Chartres Labgrinth




John James, who studied every stone of the Chartres
Cathedralj asks his students,
“What numbers he cathedral?”

John James lec’curing on the Chartres Cathedral roof




Minipilgrimage: Opening to Holg Mgsterg

| ook at the Chartres la DL

The Chartres labgrinth Pattem
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Minipilgrimagc: Opening to Holg Mgsterg

What shapes ancl images ClO Oou sc€c

as you gaze at the Iabgri n with




Minipilgrimagc: Openingt

How do the shapes yo




Holy Mgsterg and the Iabyrinth:

what c]uestions do we have now?

gL

West and nave side windows and labgrinth) Chartres Cathedral




Feel free to contact Jill K H Geoffrion
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.“, & 1 ke gy At the threshold of the Chartres Labgrinth




