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A church iabgrintri can suPPort and enhance the life of a congregation and its

mission in many ditferent ways.

A labgrinti'i can be a wonderful outreach and i-iospitaiitg tool that communicates
the warm, open sPiri’c of a church. Having a labgrinth that is available to the larger
communitg is a wonderful way of we!coming the Public onto the church property
or into the building. Sharing this sacred tool communicates the congregation’s
interest in the sPirituaI health of its members and neighborhood. One church
close to a communitg co”ege welcomes s’cu&ents, staiCF, Facuitg and administrators
toits labgrinth each month trirougiw a Par’cnership with the Office of Campus
Ministrg at the co”ege. Professors of religious studies and i‘iistorg classes bring

students to introduce them to the labgrinti'i as well.

The Possibilities of Iabgrintri Programming are as varied as the imagjnations of
church members. For instance, labyrintris have been used Ci;FCCtiVClg as
extensions of a congregation’s prayer ministrg duringa 24-hour fast for world
i’iunger. Sundag school classes of adults, 3outi1 and children all enjoy using the
labgrinth as theg move while considering what ti'leg are studging and its
aPPlications. During different ii’curgicai seasons and feast dags, sPeciaI laiogrinti’i
events suPPor’c the sPiritual health of all those who come. Labgrinths have been
used eicicectiveig during weddings, funerals, and baPtisms. Youth group members
in a confirmation class at one church enjoy wa”dng the labgrinth as ’ci'leg discern

their next stePs of faith.

Congregationa! leaders successi:uug use their labyrinti'is for discernment, conflict
resolution, and celebration. One Pas’cor prays a iabgrintrl each week before
starting her sermon PreParation. A ruling board that had reached an imPasse
walked the labgrinth together as away of inviting each person to look at a



situation from a new Perspective. Afterwards, theg found theg could continue the
discussion that had been stalled. When a Project is completed, committee
members at one church walk the labgrinth together while ta”dng about the

meanings omc the wor|< they have done.

The labyrint]'] is a tremendous resource for the Pastoral care ministries. Members
at churches with labgrinths often sPeak of walking to find inner healing and
bringing others to the |a]35rin’ch for this purpose. Whether encouraging engaged
couples to use the labgrinth as tl')eg consider what it will mean to walk together in
life, ogering sPecial labgrinth events during Periods of congregational,
communitg or international crisis, or encouraging, individuals to pray the labgrinth
on behalf of those in need, congregations find that havinga labgrinth allows them

to enhance their ministries of outreach and love.

Members of churches with labgrin’clﬂs express gratitude for the oPPortunitg to
engage in this form of prayerona regular basis. They report their faith
deepening as theg use the sPiri’cual disciPIine of labgrinth wa”dng over time.
OPPortunities to introduce others to the labgrin’cl') minis‘cry of their church seem
to Hlow natura”g and ?ruitFu”y.

Requests fora congregational labyrint]'] often are initiated 133 a church member
who has had a meaninggcul exPerience while Praginga labgrin’cl'). Rather than
exPIaining the labyrint]'] to those who have the power to decide about how the
congregation migl')t initiate a labgrin’ch ministrHJ take these Pcople to alocal
labgrinth and facilitate a labgrinth exPerience. When a committed group oversees
the Purchase or installation of a labgrinth the church’s ministrg has the Potential
to thrive and grow. Having a Plan for maintenance of the !abgrintl’x is crucial to

long~term success of any labgrinth ministrg.

Psalm16: 11 “God, You show me the Pa’cl') of |i1ce, in your presence there is fullness

onog; in your rigl'lt hand are Pleasures forevermore.”



